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The diamond years of Kaihere Cricket

CLUB PROFILE

By KELLEY TANTAU, Public Interest
Journalism funded by NZ On Air

Something has been stir-
ring underneath Kaihere
Cricket Club’s “laissez-faire”
appearance.

Whether it’s the player’s
passion for the game, or the
generational makeup of the
club, or its “no d*ckheads”
policy, the team known as
the Cougars have tapped into
something that makes their
100 years of operation a rare
feat, but an unsurprising one.

“We’re not flashy, but we
play good cricket,” Mike Davis
says.

This year marks the club’s
centenary, and with the cricket
season’s end, it also caps off
another great result for the
Cougars.

In March, the team won
the Chairman’s Trophy in
the Waikato Valley B Grade
Championship final against
Pirongia. It’s a back-to-back
result after claiming the tro-
phy in 2021.

Sam Aislabie, the club’s on-
field captain and team man-
ager, says Kaihere has been
successful in recent years.

They get two bites at win-
ning two trophies of equal
value, one post and one pre-

¢We’re not
flashy, but we play

good cricket.”
- Mike Davis

Christmas, and over the past
10 years, they’ve won either six
or seven of them, he says.

“We're not trying to do any-
thing crazy on the field, but
we do like to be able to go out
there and take it seriously for
the time we’re out there.”

The Kaihere Cricket Club
was formed in 1922, with AJ
McDonald being its main insti-
gator. He died in 1968 having
been the club’s president since
its inception 46 years prior.

Through the 1920s-50s,
games were played at school
grounds and farmer’s pad-
docks against teams from
Waitakaruru, Hopai, Pipiroa,
Orongo, Ngatea, Turua, Mara-
marua, Kerepehi, and Kop-
uarahi.

The club went into recess for
the duration of World War I1,
but when players such as Mike
and Andy Davis joined the
club in the 1960s, there were
still eight rival teams on the
Hauraki Plains alone.

“As the years have gone
by, teams have disappeared,
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team culture on and off the pitch.

because it takes administra-
tors for the game to continue,”
Mike tells The Profile.

“We’ve been fortunate that
when Andy and I have finished
up, or Bob O’Dea finished
running the place, Graeme
[Beagley], Mark [Harris], and
now Sam have picked up the
baton.
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Mike Davis, left, Graeme Beagley, and Andy Davis, have all had a hand in ensuring Kaihere Cricket has a good

“That’s the key for a country
sport.”

Sam, 32, played his first
game for Kaihere back in
2004. He’s from a family of
Cougars, as are most of the
players. In fact, the club is
“riddled with” generational
influences, the men say, and
they’ve often witnessed games
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where there were only three
families on the field.

“As the older generation,
we really appreciate what the
younger guys are doing and
vice versa,” Mike says. “The
reason we do as well as we do
is because we're loyal, and we
stick to our guns, come hell or
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high water, and there’s been a
bit of high water.”

Andy says cricket is a game
where success isn’t easily
found, but at the moment, the
team spirit is the best it’s ever
been.

It all boils down to having a
good team culture, Sam says,
and there’s a recurring theme
that players without good per-
sonalities never seem to stick
around.

“You see a lot of club teams
that have two or three good
players that do everything:
they do all the batting, do all
the bowling, get all the runs,
get all the wickets, and it’s not
like a selfish thing, but it is re-
ally hard to get people to come
along who aren’t going to be
doing much,” he explains.

“So, the way we’ve always
run the team is that most guys
will get a chance to have a bat
or a bowl. Participation is re-
ally important, everyone’s got a
role in the team, and everyone’s
contributing, so I think that’s a
real strength of ours.”

The others agree.

“There’s been a lot of people
in the club that haven’t had
a hell of a lot of success, but
they’ve continued to play and
have enabled the rest of us to
carry on,” Andy says.

“There’s a pride in playing
for a team,” Mike adds, “and
Kaihere has always been a
team.”

Throughout its 100 years,

the club has been helped along
by many players and admin-
istrators, including former All
Black Bob O’Dea, who, in the
record books, was said to have
smashed five centuries in the
1952-53 season.

Now, with the likes of Graeme
Beagley putting time and ef-
fort into secondary school and
primary school cricket, more
young people are becoming
interested in the game, thus
ensuring clubs like Kaihere can
continue going strong for an-
other century.

“What we would like to see is
the return of more Thames Val-
ley teams,” Sam says.

“They’ve got a social competi-
tion that is around two years
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In March, the team won the Chairman’s Trophy i

old, so it’s starting, but a big
win for us would be to see some
social teams start playing Satur-
day club cricket again and just
take it that one step further.

“But the reason we’ve stayed
around is because we’ve had a
good culture, and we’ve had our
focuses in the right areas,” he
says. “We haven’t been the best
on the field, but we’ve made
sure to keep going.

“I'm under no illusions that
it’s going to get hard again at
some point, but at the mo-
ment, it’s really, really good, so
it’s more about trying to enjoy
these good times.”
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Former Cougar and All Black Bob O’Dea was said to have smashed
five centuries for Kaihere in the 1952-53 season.

CLUB PROFILE: Want to be part of the Valley Profile’s new Club Profile
series? Email details to kelley@valleyprofile.co.nz for consideration.
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AJ’s Clean Up Crew
I’'ve been meaning to email you for ages just to tell you that | get at
least three to four jobs a week off our little advert. Very impressive!!

Alaine

Floor Solutions

We have found that every week we are getting enquiries for our ser-
vices and are well above what we’ve experienced with other papers

Pippa

Hauraki Plains Motors
Advertising with The Valley Profile is
getting people in the door which gives
us the opportunity to sell more.

We advertised our bike conversions
only in the VP & we are still amazed at
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give it a shot.
Simon

how many people are coming in. We
certainly didn’t expect the response

we have had.There are a lot of peo-
ple reading the paper that you don’t

realise.
Miles & Diane

I D}V HAURAKI PLAINS MOTORS LTD

| appreciate the Valley Profile, it’s a great newspaper, if you're thinking
of advertising I've had plenty of calls from people so far... so | would

Susanna Kruger
What | like about Valley Profile is that they provided a one-stop service
including graphic design, photography, reporting and advertising.
Their professional presentation of my life and work made me feel wel- \
come to join the Thames-Coromandel business community. ,

Trinity Network

We have been advertising in the Valley
Profile for about a year now with proven
results , the feedback from our Vendors
and purchasers are that it’s a great local
paper to advertise in because of the local
news content and supporting a locally
owned business.

Nikki and the team are great to work with
no hassles and a very professional ap-
proach , we would strongly recommend to
anybody thinking of advertising to use the
Valley Profile and reap the rewards.
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